
MEMORANDUM 

July 24,1996 

To: Jeremy Gunn, David Marwell, Tim Wray 

cc: Joan Zimmerman, Joe Freeman 

From: Doug Home 

Subject: Chain-of-Custody Discrepancy Re: Original Copy of President John F. 
Kennedy’s Autopsy Protocol 

Today while discussing various chain-of-custody documents related to the autopsy 
protocol of President Kennedy, Ms. Zimmerman and I simultaneously noticed an 
unexplained inconsistency among the official documents which record the transmission 
of this document from the U. S. Naval Medical School at Bethesda, where it originated 
the weekend of the assassination, and the National Archives, where it resides today. 
Attachments are cited in the text, as appropriate, for illustrative purposes. 

Summarizing the findings of this memo, attachment 5 records that the original autopsy 
protocol was transferred from Dr. Burkley (and the Secret Service) to Mrs. Lincoln at 
the National Archives on April 26,1965; attachment 8 records that the original autopsy 
protocol was transferred directly from James J. Rowley, Secret Service Chief, to Robert 
H. Bahmer, Archivist of the United States, on October 2,1967. This unexplained 
inconsistency is best summarized in the following rhetorical question: How could the 
Secret Service transfer the original JFK autopsy protocol to the National Archives (or 
anyone else) on October 2,1967, when they had previously relinquished custody of it 
on April 26,1965? 

Attachments 1 and 2 detail the transmission of the original autopsy report (which later 
became CE 387), and seven (7) copies, from the command authorities at Bethesda to 
Rear Admiral Burkley, USN, Physician to the President. Summarizing, the transmission 
went from CAPT Stover (C.O., U. S. Naval Medical School) to Rear Admiral Galloway 
(C. O., National Naval Medical Center) to Rear Admiral Burkley (Physician to the 
President). Attachment 3 reveals that Dr. Humes, while acting as courier for these 
materials, did not deliver the original and all seven copies as attachments 1 and 2 
indicate, but instead (and for reasons unknown) delivered the original and six of the 
seven extant copies to RADM Burkley on Sunday evening, November 24,1963. 
Attachment 4 reveals that the final of the seven copies of the protocol was sent to 
RADM Burkley by RADM Galloway the next morning, on November 25,1963. 
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Attachment 5 transfers custody of the original autopsy protocol, all seven copies of it, 
and numerous other materials (autopsy photos, X-Rays, and biological materials from 
the autopsy) from VADM Burkley to the Kennedy family’s representative, Mrs. Evelyn 
Lincoln, at the National Archives. [It should be noted here that although Mrs. Lincoln’s 
office was in the Archives, she was accepting these materials on behalf of Robert 
Kennedy, just as Vice Admiral Burkley was transferring the materials at the direction of 
Robert Kennedy. In his memo to VADM Burkley directing the transfer, Robert 
Kennedy made clear that he was taking custody of these materials. The physical 
location of Mrs. Lincoln’s office--the Archives--should not be confused with custody 
and control, which as of April 26,1965, was relinquished by the Secret Service and Dr. 
Burkley to the Kennedy family.] Attachment 6 is proof that the contents of attachment 5 
resulted from a thorough inventory witnessed by 5 persons; the accuracy of Dr. 
Burkley’s inventory was confirmed by Mr. Bouck during his interview by ARRB on 
April 30,1996. (Attachment 6 also forwards to Chief Rowley the RFK memo to Dr. 
Burkley which directs the transfer of various autopsy-related materials to Evelyn 
Lincoln, who would retain the materials for him and release them only in accordance 
with his instructions .) 

Appendix B to attachment 7 (the Kennedy family Deed-of-Gift letter to the National 
Archives) transfers all items on attachment 5 to the National Archives effective October 
29,1966, except those listed in paragraph 1 (one broken casket handle) and paragraph 9 
(key documents and key biological materials); the paragraph 9 materials on the Burkley 
inventory literally drop out of sight on October 31,1966 when they are noticed to be 
missing and cannot be found by employees of the National Archives (see attachment 9). 

Inexplicably, attachment 8 reveals that the Chief of the Secret Service, James J. Rowley, 
transferred the original autopsy protocol (which attachment 5 indicates his agency had 
previously relinquished on April 26,1965) to the National Archives on October 2,1967. 
Since there is no known evidence documenting transfer of the autopsy protocol from 
the Kennedy family back to the Secret Service prior to this event, it is accurate to say 
that with the state of the known record as of this date, there is not a continuous and 
unbroken chain-of-custody for the original autopsy protocol for President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Attachment 9 (on page 2) reveals that this apparent chain-of-custody discrepancy was 
discussed during a February 13,1969 meeting between officials from GSA, Secret 
Service, National Archives, and Department of Justice. One speculation reported by 
Secret Service Assistant Director Thomas Kelley, the author of attachment 9, was that 
the Burkley inventory was incorrect. Although it is a possible explanation, this seems 
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unlikely, in view of attachment 6 (the Bouck inventory memo), and Mr. Bouck’s 
assurances to the ARRB of a careful and exacting inventory during his April 30,1996 
interview. 

Inextricably related to the unknown fate (or uncertain chain-of-custody) of the original 
autopsy report mentioned in paragraph 9 of attachment 5 is the whereabouts of the 
missing paragraph 9 biological materials and other missing documents, including: 

-1 plastic box: 9 ea 6.5” X 1” paraffin blocks of tissue sections 
-1 plastic box: tissue sections plus 35 slides 
-1 box of 84 slides 
-1 stainless steel container 7” in diameter X 8” containing gross material 
-3 wooden boxes, each 7” X 3.5” X 1.25”, containing 58 slides of blood smears 
taken at various times during life 
-Memo from LT Madonia to James K. Fox dated November 29,1963 concerning 
receipt of certain films and prints and the processing thereof (orig & 1 cc.) 
-Memo from James K. Fox to SAIC Bouck dated November 29,1963 concerning 
the processing of film in the presence of LT (jg) V. Madonia, USN (orig. & 2 cc.) 

The HSCA, on pages 31-33 of HSCA Volume 7, concluded that circumstantial evidence 
tends to show that ” . ..Robert Kennedy either destroyed these materials or otherwise 
rendered them inaccessible .” Given Robert Kennedy’s control of the paragraph 9 
materials from April 26,1965 until October 29,1966, and the HSCA’s reasonable 
conclusion that RFK either disposed of or rendered inaccessible the paragraph 9 
biological materials (and assuming that the Burkley inventory was correct), it would 
seem reasonable to wonder whether RFK decided at some point subsequent to the 
Deed-of-Gift process that the original autopsy report (which, along with all other 
paragraph 9 materials, was not included in the Deed-of-Gift) should be placed in the 
Archives. If this is what happened, belatedly handing over the document directly from 
the Kennedy family (or its agent, Burke Marshall) to the Archives may have resulted in 
unwanted questions about other missing paragraph 9 materials. However, having the 
original autopsy protocol submitted to the Archives from a third party (such as Secret 
Service Chief Rowley) might have been seen by RFK as a strategy which would likely 
avoid immediate follow-on questions about other missing paragraph 9 materials. This 
reasonable hypothesis is testable, in that the ARRB can request from the Secret Service 
any and all documents pertaining to how Chief Rowley came to possess the original 
autopsy report transmitted to the Archives by attachment 8 on October 2,1967. 
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Possibilities and implications: If records exist which indicate that RFK returned the 
original autopsy protocol to Chief Rowley prior to October 2,1967, then the autopsy 
protocol in the Archives today is almost certainly the same document signed by Drs. 
Humes, Boswell and Finck on November 24,1963. If, however, there is no evidence 
that Robert Kennedy returned the original autopsy protocol to the Secret Service, or 
that the Burkley inventory was incorrect, then the pedigree and integrity of the 
document in the Archives today will unavoidably remain in question. Since the 
original autopsy protocol now in the Archives appears to match, in all respects, CE 387 
(which was published in the Warren Report in September, 1964), it seems highly likely 
that Robert Kennedy simply passed the document back to Chief Rowley for 
transmission to the Archives. If, however, the document transmitted by Chief Rowley 
to the Archives on October 2,1967 is verified to have been continuously in the 
possession of the Secret Service, then the Burkley inventory (attachment 5) may 
constitute de facto evidence of another (earlier?) version of the autopsy protocol which 
was destroyed or rendered inaccessible along with other “paragraph 9” materials. 

Recommendation: ARRB staff should request of the Secret Service an accounting of 
how Secret Service Chief James J. Rowley came to be in possession of the original 
autopsy protocol on October 2,1967, since his agency had previously transferred it out 
of Secret Service custody on April 26,1965. 
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U. S, NAVAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 
NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER 

Comnand ing Officer, U. S. Naval Medical School -...-..._- . .._ ,.- . . . . . ..-.-- 
p-.y +lYr&,: 

_ - ._I. 
. . . .+..I To: Cmnding Officer, National Naval Medical Center _:.-‘! .’ ~~~,.~:+!.‘r:Y: -y 

.t ‘.. 
1’. 

. . . three receipts for certain materials, and each having two'.l,-l';. '3:". .--.:-' ~ 
.- . . . .;_ certificates‘signed J. J. Humes attached. . . 

_'__. . .: 
. '_' . . . ~ ., -. '. 

/ d ': .: .. .<,. ::..\. ._.I -.: k 
: .I “;',T+.-,; ;_.I 1" 8-D 

(2) Autopsy notes and holograph original of subject report -', 
Y 

.I ._. 
-1 k 
1. 

1.. I have the sad duty to transmit to you, by hand, the <eport of the 
ID 

post mortem examination of John F. Kennedy, late President of the United ci (n 
States. .:< 

:,- -I.. -... . . _ I-.‘ 
1:. 

2. The examination was conducted. in the post mortem spaces of the U. S'. .]I..,'0r' X 2 
Naval Medical School from 2000 to 2400 on 22 November 1963. - 

'. : 0" w 
3. The prosector was CDR James J. HUMES, MC, USN, assisted by CDR ":::/ ' .' r 
"J" Thornton BOSWELL, MC, USN, both of this command, and LCOL Pierre A. ' 2 
PINCK, MC, USA. LCOL PINCK is attached to the Armed Forces Institute -v '-..' ', 
of Pathology. 

4. This command waives ,the originator's obligation to militarily classify' '- K 
these documents, and specifically authorizes such c>assification by ap- -1; -- :‘- c 
propriate higher authority if considered necessary or desirable. 

-.:&: -- _- 

':. _' - - I. , . . 
_ -::i;;7:~~~~,__;I- 

:+cJ$..;:.w; !Z*.-.. .A . . . . 
.- .5. 

~ _ .'L~-r',~.'~.-.+-.. ._. .: i? 
::,-. '. ,-. _ All working papers have remained in the continuous personal‘ possessiontm:i;rj P.I 

.:...-. _' of .CDR J:J. HUMES and a certificate to this effect is attached. Ceat-c ,:‘::I$.; g 
: . 

:. .. a..:.early draft notes have been destroyed by CDR a.- + t :. ._. 
.- ' .. ',. '..- -i :.:. certificate to this effect is enclosed.. .; 

_ ._ .' . 
.. '.i. :. _. . '.: . : 

6: The first draft of this report was sighted'in p&t by 
MC, USN on 23 November. The entire report has been sighted by RADM C. B. :: -;I;.-: 
GALLOWAY, MC, USN, CAPT J. H. STOVER, Jr., MC, USN, the authors, and Mrs..“ .-: 
E. Closson, Typist, on 24 November 1963. I \ 1. 

,:,?.- .__ . ,- - __ ., ,_ K.1'; .__ . 7:. 
7. It is earnestly requested that if the enclosed report becomes part ..~' .'-:: 
of the public record, or is made otherwise available by appropriate authority, .,- 
that facsimile copies be made available to the prosector and his assistants :,:I:$. 
for their personal professional files. It is further requested that in this -:-‘lj-$ 
event, a similar facsimile copy 
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- ., ;. .I- Attach& i& t 

. . ‘. 
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.‘-. :.:‘:This docu&ent .received February 3 , 1967 from Admiral-H. E. Etter.:....v 

Physician to the President 1. “.: .. ‘,‘:..‘I. - . -.. 
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TO : Chief- 

FROM : sn1c nouck - PES 

c1. S. Secret Scrv.i ce 

FILE : co-2-3&030 

SUBJECT: Transfer of platerial - .4ssassination of President Kennedy 

Shortly after the assassination of President Kennedy, Admiral George G. 
Burkley delivered to this Section certain specimens, photographs and 
documents relating to the autopsy. 

On April 22, 1965 Senator Robert F. Kennedy fonqarded a letter to 
Hr. Burkley requestinS that these items he transferred to the custocty 
of Blrs. Evelyn Lincoln at the National .>..rchives. A copy of the letter 
is attxhed. 

On this date the indicated materials an? documents were inventoried b> 
Admiral Burkley , Inspector Kelley , SAIC Stuck, ASPIC >lilIer, and A4 J)uncan. 
They were then nersonally transported by !3r. Burklcy and SRIC Houck to 
the Archives Building where they were tx-n~d over to Vrs. Evelyn Lincoln 
and receipted for by an endorsement on t3e inventory memorandum, a copy 
of lshich is attached. 

Inspector 
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This agrtsmazt may be issmwled, modified, or termi- 
nated only by written cozmznt of the AdminWpator and 
the ICenuedy family representative designs-ted pursuant to 
p=asaph N(2). 
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1 APPENDIX A 

Clothing gnd personal effects of tkke late President, 
identified by the following exhibit nrrmbets relating 
to the President's CaDIimission on the Assassination 
of President Remedy: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Commission Bshibit Nos. 393, 394, 395. 

Fin Exhibit Nos. Czb, C27, C28, C30, C33, c34, 
C35, C36. 

APPENDIx B 

Envelopes mmbered 1 to 18 containing black and white 
negative8 of photographs taken at time of autopsy 

7 envelopes containing 4 x 5 negatfves of autopsy 
material 

5 emelopes containing4x 5 exposed filmcontaining 
-image 

1 roll of exposed film from a color camera entirely 
black with PO image apparent 

Envelope containing 8 X-ray negatives 14" x 17"'; 6 X-ray 
negatives 10" x 12"; I.2 black and white prints ll."' x lr)!'; 
17 black and white prints 14" x 17"; all negatives and 
prints pertaining to X-rays that were taken at the autopcry 

36 8" x 10" black and white prints - autopsy photos -- 
37 3 112" x 4 and white prints - autopsy photo8 

4" x 5" 

27 4" x 3" color &tives of autopsy photographs 
55 8" x LO" color prints of autopsy photographs 

-?- 
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February 13, 1969 

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE - CO-Z-34030 

6% 2~30 p.mcf Februasg 12, 1969, at the request of ~.r. Harpy 
R. Van Cleve, Jr., General Counsel, General Services Administration, 
the following persons met in the DirectorIs Conference Room at 1800 
G Street, N.W,: Assistant Director Relleg, Assistant Director 
Peterson, Legal Counsel Robert Gaff, Special ,Agent in Charge Job 2. .. 

Parker B Harry Van Cleve, GSA; James B. Rhoads, ArchTvist .or the Htited 
States b Dudley Chapman, Offlce of the Legal Counsel, Department. of’ . 
Justic.e; and IQ&on E. Harding, Associate General Counsei D GSA. !. .. 

. 
PIP. Van Clew’ outlined the problem he wished to discuss;statirj 

that’ some weeks ago, at the request of the Attorney General of the 
United States,,a panel of physicians reviewed the autopsy slides 
made by the physicians at the Naval Hospital relative to the assassin- 
ation of the late President Kennedy. In their report, which ‘was made 
a matter of publ.ie.record; t.heg mentioned that the mat&al they 
examined was furnished to them by the Archivist oc the Unit&d States; 
and was included on an inventory list which accompanied the letter 
from Dr, George C, Burkleg to Mrs. Lincoln, dated April 26, 1965. ' 
Mr. Van Cleve stated that this was a gratuitous statement made by the 
doctors and it would have been so much better if they had merely . -. 
indicated what material they had examined, 

Mr, Van Cleve then went on to explain that-at some unspecified 
date there was placed in a bin at the Archives a quantity of material, 
in sealed cardboard boxes and a locked foot locker. This ‘material 
uas received from the XeMedy offices, presumably from Mrs. Lincoln. 

, Subsequently, in October, 1966, the family of the late hsident 
Kennedy made a gift to the United States of bertah specified articles 
which were further described in the letter to Lawson B. Knott, Jr., 
Administrator of General Services) from Burke Narshall on behalf .of 
the Executor of the Estate of John F. Kennedy, dated October.29, 1966. 
The articles to.‘be given to the Archivist were in the sealed boxes ,. 
and the foot locker mentioned above, and when the Archivist took 
posdes@.on of and opened these containers a careful inventory of the 
contents was made. A key to the foot locker was produced by Angela 
M. Novello, Secretary’to Senator Robert F. Kennedy. When the foot- .. .- 
locker was opened, it was found to contain articles No. 1 through 8 ’ 
listed on the inventory prepared by Dr. Burkley on April 26, 1965. 

. . 
A careful search was made.in the Archives to’ascertain what 

happened to the articles described in Item No. 9 of Dr. Burkleyls 
inventory and they cannot be found in the Archives. 
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Mr. Van Cleve is concerned that writers like Weisberg or Mark 
Lane, when they learned thtiit such an inventory existed, would demand 
to see the inventory and .items covered by it: He indicated that he 
saw no legal reason how the existence of this inventory could ‘be kept 
from writers of this. kind, and. that when they learned of the inventory 
and then learned that some of the items on the inventory were not in I. 
the possession of the Archives, .that this would lead to all sorts of - .: r; .‘:;. 
speculation and accusation that the govement was not being perfectly ‘. ‘;-‘: Y-:- 

. frank and open in handling this matter, and that it was further proof -l-T.‘-..- 
of the various. cqnspiracies- which these writers are alleging surround <:.i:::‘. 
the _ as.sassination of President Kennedy. It is our opinion also that . . . .!“:’ 
this is .a distinct possibility. ‘_ - ., ’ ,. . . - 

. - _ ;. :;. . 
There was a discussion concerning the reference in- the inventory. : : :I.‘. 

of the complete .autopsy protoqol .of’. President Kennedy (original and‘ :’ * : :’ - 
7 cc’s) and the fact. that we forwarded to the Archivist the original . -- . s 
autopsy protocol’ on October 3; 1967 (Commission Exhibit No, -387). ‘. “‘I E 
This could raise the question’about two original autopsy. protocols. 0. : I-. g 
We, of course, were unable to. resolve this discrepancy since we do .-’ : :‘* n E 
not have access to the paper referred to in Dr; Burkleylls invent-o&. IO 
We can speculate that what was described as the original’ autopsy. n 
protocol in the inventory might-have been another ribbon copy of the.. . $ 
original protocol or that it was merely mislabeled, but it does give w 
an opportunity for writers to discuss the discrepancy. ti 

ii 
..I suggested that a source .of information concerning the missing $ 

.materfal would be Mrs. Lincoln since our file W&S well’ documented . : P P 
and that all of this material was turned over to Dr. Eurkley and - . .” 
receipts obtained, and Dr. Burkley turned all of the material’over ft 
to Mrs. Lincoln and obtained a receipt. Mr. Rhoads appeared to be . 
reluctant to contact Mrs. W,ncoln and we got the impression that they 

..; i . . 
had had some difficulties with Mrs; Lincoln .in the past.. . 

‘. 
I then suggeSted that Mr. Van Cleve talk to -I%. Burkley. I 

; 
. - 

indicated that it would be surprising to me if the Kennedy family’ 
made any disposition of the material in question without consulting 2 
Dr. Burkley. Mr. Van Cleve agreed that Dr. Burkley should be con- - 2 
tatted-but asked me to contact him since neither he nor’ Dr. Rhoads -. i- z 
lcnew.Dr. Burkley and Dr. Burkley did not know them. He was concerned 
that Rr; Rurkley might be reluctant to discuss this matter tith some-one :;I !: 

whom he did not know. &. agreed to contact Dr. Burkley, . . i :‘-‘. _ . _.. -7. -.4- . : ; :- * 
At y:OO a.m., February 13, I talked to Dr. Burkley at his home ‘.- --. ’ .I ‘:“- 

at 3507 Preston Court, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Dr. Burkley advised ,- 
me that after turning all of this material over to Mrs. *Lincoln he ‘. . . 

. 

; : 
. . . .’ . 

.- . . -. - . . - 

--- ..~-*---. .-.---,--*--.------- -I--.--- -..- -.--------___ _I-.-----_ 
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never sag nor heard avthix@ about its disposition, and’that he ms 
surprised to hear that it was not with the remainder of the material . 
he turned over to Mrs. Lincoln. After discussing the problem, Dr. 
Burkley offered to call Mrs. Lincoln. He did’this in’my presence 
and Mrs. ~LLncoln told ,him that. all of the material he turned over ‘to 

‘. her was placed in a trunk or foot locker; that it .was locked, and that . ,/ 
.ci: : ,,* _ . . . .: ‘:r ‘;.-b... to her Jmo#ledge it uas. never opened nor the contents disturbed by 

her. 
“-. 

..:;=:.lj,::: 4 ;. 2: .-. 
‘Ay.“.i ;;’ 1.1 

She said, however; that sometime .after its receipt all. of the .? ;:’ : -‘c ’ 
.,. .J_ i . ,y L_ 

material concefning the assassination,. with which she was ‘wor&ng,. -.:I ‘;: I----. 
:_. : ,I. : .” ._ -;:,;q. _‘.. 

was turned over to Angie Novello, Robert KennedyIs Secretary, 
(Angela Novello is said to :be a secretary to 14r. .Angier Biddle me; _ 

. . ._ Ambassador to Denmark). . . . : .: . . 
s-,t.: , 
:; I ., -.: . ’ DrP’ -.Burkiey 

L. _. - -* ; . 
. . - A.. f  

- i. I - *. . _.. ;.-. hi 2. 

said that Henry Glordano, former White House drfver 
who is known’ to us, was also an employee or the Kennedy &mily ‘at 
that tame and was working with Mrs. Lincoln, Giordano is now a. - .1 1- 
Doorkeeper at the U. So Senate. fie is. under Senator Pastorefs ,-:’ 
patronage, but actually .works for Senator Kennedy’s office-; It j.s 
my opinion that Glordano should not be talked to concerning .this . . --.-. 
matter: 0 a 

:-,_ _’ 
Cn February 13, i: ‘called Harry Van Cleve and advised him of the . . *- 

results of the conversation with Dr. Burkley, and further advised 
him that, in my opinion, ue should not contact Gfordano. Re agreed 
with this and stated he felt that the inquiry would have to remain 
as ft now stands; that’perhaps we were borrowing trouble in ex~~loring 
it any further, and assured me that the Archivist had made. a thorough 
search of all of the material on hand to make sure that the material, ., 
in question had not been received.by the Archivist at anothey time. -’ 
or under other circumstances. 
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